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For more information on Butte County birds visit 
altacal.org or email altacal.info@gmail.com

Explore Butte County is the tourism organization 
promoting all the great things to do in our area. 

For more to see and do,  
ExploreButteCounty.com | #BirdButteCA

THE BEST BIRD VIEWING 
SPOTS IN BUTTE COUNTY

BUTTE COUNTY MAP
AT A GLANCE

Using our list of easy-to-find bird viewing spots,  
we’re sure you’ll be able to spot all 15 birds  
(and more) during the winter migration.

Bidwell Sacramento River State Park 
12105 River Rd., Chico 
Birds: 3, 8, 10, 11, 14, 15 

Big Chico Creek Ecological Reserve  
3521 14 Mile House Rd., Forest Ranch 
Birds: 3, 4, 8, 10, 14

Gray Lodge State Wildlife Area 
3207 Rutherford Rd., Gridley 
Parking Fee $4.58. Pay online at: 
wildlife.ca.gov/Licensing/Lands-Pass 
Birds: 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15

Jonesville Snowmobile Park  
About 2 miles east of Cherry Hill Campground 
on Humboldt Road (Butte County Road 91422), 
which is accessed via Highway 32. 
Birds: 3, 7, 10, 11, 14

Llano Seco Unit 
Seven Mile Rd. (County Road outside Chico) 
Birds: 1, 5, 6, 9, 12

Paradise Lake 
Located just north of Paradise near Magalia. 
Take Skyway North to Coutelenc Rd. 
Turn right (east) on Coutelenc Rd. 
Follow the road 2.7 miles to Lucretia Rd. 
Turn left on Lucretia. Follow to Parking Area. 
Birds: 3, 6, 7, 8, 10, 13, 14

Riverbend Park Feather River Trail 
50 Montgomery St., Oroville 
Birds: 3, 6, 8, 11, 13, 12, 14, 15

Thermalito Forebay  
930 Garden Dr., Oroville 
Birds: 2, 3, 4, 6, 7, 8, 11, 12, 13, 14 

Upper Bidwell Park 
At the intersection of East Ave. and Manzanita 
take the roundabout exit for Wildwood Ave. 
Park in designated parking areas. Chico 
Birds: 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 12, 13, 14, 15
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LOOK TO THE SKY!
#BirdButteCA

Stretching from the Bering Strait off the coast of 
Alaska to the southernmost tip of South America, 
the Pacific Flyway ranks as one of the greatest 
migratory pathways in the world. Millions of birds 
representing hundreds of species use this great avian 
highway each year, and nowhere is this abundance 
of wildlife more accessible than right here in Butte 
County! In partnership with Altacal Audubon Society, 
we’ve put together a quick-reference for where to 
spot birds and those you’re most likely to see this 
winter season. So get out and explore the skies! 

Photo credit: Ashley Baer



Yellow-billed Magpie
This songbird has a prominent 
yellow bill with a slight curve. 
This bird is black and white with 
a mesmerizing iridescent blue on 
the wings. Identifiable when in 
flight by its flashes of white wings 
and its very long tail.

Bufflehead
The male Bufflehead has an 
iridescent green and purple patch 
from the crown of the head to the 
neck. They have a white body and 
a black back. Females are a light 
feathered brown with delicate 
white patches on their cheek.

Ruby-crowned Kinglet
Ruby-crowned Kinglet is aptly 
named with a small patch of red 
on its crown that only fluffs up 
when males get excited. The body 
is an olive green with a white bar 
patch on its wing.

Sandhill Crane
A tall grey bird, with long black 
legs; notable for its wingspan which 
can reach over 6 feet! This slender 
silhouette is finished off with a short 
tail covered by droopy feathers. 
Perhaps the most distinctive feature 
is its beautiful red skin patch on its 
forehead and crown.

Northern Pygmy-Owl
This owl has a round head with  
a brown body with white dots  
and a long tail. It is small in size 
with large yellow piercing eyes, 
and a yellow bill. See if you can 
spot this unique owl that hunts 
during the day! 

Cedar Waxwing
The Cedar Waxwing is a medium-
sized bird with broad wings; it is a 
dazzling color that ombres together 
from the light brown head to a pale 
white to a yellow breast. It wears a 
black mask along its eyes, and red 
tips on the wing feathers, topped 
with bright yellow tips on its tail.

Green-winged Teal
This duck has a light brown head, 
with a shimmery green crescent 
patch on its eye that runs down 
to its neck. While in flight look for 
the green shimmering patch on its 
wing. (Male)

Dark-eyed Junco
A cute puffy sparrow that often 
varies in color from dark grey to 
brown, is easily recognized by 
its outer white tail feathers that 
stands straight out while in flight. 
This sparrow has a round head 
and a small pale bill.

Ruddy Duck
In the winter we can see that 
both the female and male have 
a chestnut body with a grey bill. 
During the breeding months 
the male’s bill turns to an 
extraordinary electric blue.

Golden-crowned
Sparrow
This sparrow is a brownish black 
hue, with grey brown breast 
and flanks, and a yellow stripe 
adorning it’s head. It also has a 
distinctive grey face, and a long 
narrow tail.

Acorn Woodpecker
This medium bird boasts a red 
cap, with an ivory face, and 
a black patch around the bill. 
During flight you can see its white 
belly, and white patches on the 
wings. See if you can spot this 
woodpecker storing its acorns 
into a tree trunk.

Yellow-rumped Warbler
This warbler is named after its 
noticeable yellow rump! In the 
winter this warbler displays pale 
shades of greys and browns with 
flashes of white throughout the 
wings, and yellow sometimes on 
the throat and sides.

Say’s Phoebe
This long-tailed flycatcher, sports 
a pale brownish gray above a 
burnt sienna belly, a midnight tail, 
and a gray breast. Identifiable by 
its unusual habit of wagging tail 
feathers while perched!

Snow Goose
This goose can come in different 
colors! The dark morph, or “Blue 
goose”, will have a dark brown 
body with a white face. The light 
morph will be all white with 
black flight feathers. This goose 
has pink legs, and a pink bill with 
a dark line.

Fox Sparrow
Fox sparrows have a beautiful array 
of colors speckled on their body 
that range from copper brown, 
to pale grey. This bird has a bit of 
grey on its head, and splotches of a 
rusty brown on its flanks and chest. 
The bill also ranges in color from 
yellow to dark grey.
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15 BIRDS TO LOOK FOR IN BUTTE COUNTY IN FALL & WINTER 
Share Your Photos Using #BirdButteCA for a Chance to Be Featured


