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October is the Perfect Time to Celebrate Salmon,  
Enjoy Amazing Waterways & Explore Butte County  

 

BUTTE COUNTY, Calif. (October 7, 2020) – Known for an abundance of awe-inspiring wide open 

spaces, amazing outdoor experiences, and beautiful fall foliage in full view this time of year, Explore 

Butte County (also known as the Butte County Tourism Business Improvement District) encourages 

local residents and visitors alike to venture outdoors to see and celebrate migrating salmon up-close 

on the local waterways. Salmon are very special in Butte County, specifically the Chinook, which 

makes the area its home and is considered the king of wild Pacific salmon. And while the 2020 

Salmon Festival was paused this year due to COVID-19, there are plenty of ways to plan an outing 

to celebrate the salmon run while spending time in the great outdoors. 

 

Feather River Fish Hatchery 

A must-visit destination this time of year, the Feather River Hatchery raises Chinook salmon and 

steelhead along the Feather River, just below Lake Oroville. While portions of the Fish Hatchery are 

temporarily closed to the public, visitors can check out the underwater viewing window to watch the 

salmon (always a mesmerizing sight).  Free to visit, more information is available at 

www.explorebuttecounty.com/places/feather-river-fish-hatchery. 

 

Salmon Viewing Kayak Tours  

Those looking for a fun adventure and wishing to get an up-close view of Butte County’s migrating 

salmon can find plenty of opportunities to do so, via kayaks on the Feather River. While enthusiasts 

can paddle down the river on their own, organized trips led by the Forebay Aquatic Center elevate 

the experience which is highlighted by the opportunity to spot migrating salmon and learn more 

about their fascinating journey (salmon returning to Butte County from the Pacific Ocean need to 

travel almost two hundred miles to make the trip). The popular trips are available on three upcoming 

Saturdays – October 10, 17 & 24 – with three two-hour trips planned each day. Salmon Viewing 

Kayak Tours start at the Feather River Fish Hatchery and end at Riverbend Park (in Oroville) with 

departure times each day at 9 a.m., noon, and 3 p.m. To make the transportation easy and 

seamless, a shuttle bus sponsored by Explore Butte County runs from Riverbend Park to return 

kayakers to their cars at the Hatchery after each tour. Salmon Viewing Kayak Tour tickets cost $30 

per person and more information is available at www.explorebuttecounty.com/events/salmon-view-

tours. 
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“As the weather begins to cool and leaves change color, we encourage North Valley residents and 

visitors to spend time exploring and discovering our breathtaking region this time of year,” said 

Carolyn Denero, Explore Butte County Executive Director. “We encourage all efforts that support the 

fast recovery and rediscovery of our local businesses, restaurants, wineries, breweries, destinations 

and lodging (perfect for ‘staycation’ experiences) as we have moved into the red tier for reopening, 

and we hope locals and guests to the region remember to support local as often as possible.” 

 

For more background and information about how Butte County celebrates salmon, please visit 

www.explorebuttecounty.com/stories/salmon-in-butte-county. For more information about Explore 

Butte County in general, please visit www.explorebuttecounty.com or follow on social media – 

Facebook at www.facebook.com/explorebutteca and @ExploreButteCA on Instagram and Twitter. 

Also, a comprehensive and downloadable travel guide (beneficial for locals, too) is available at 

www.explorebuttecounty.com/more/visitor-guide. 

 

For the latest information about what Butte County attractions, points of interest, restaurants, 

breweries, wineries and lodging options have safely reopened for business, regularly updated 

information is available at www.explorebuttecounty.com/more/butte-county-reopens. 
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