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Butte County Tourism Business Improvement District 
Known as “Explore Butte County” Approved Through 2030 

 

BUTTE COUNTY, Calif. (November 6, 2020) – It’s official. The Butte County Tourism Business 

Improvement District (BCTBID) – better known as Explore Butte County – has been approved to 

continue proactively supporting and marketing the region for another 10 years, through 2030. Originally 

established in 2015, Explore Butte County is dedicated to promoting visitation and increasing tourism to 

the North State – which includes Oroville, Paradise, Chico, Biggs, and Gridley – largely through 

marketing initiatives, outreach efforts and strategic partnerships.  

 

“Increasing brand awareness for Butte County is more important now than ever before,” said Carolyn 

Denero, Explore Butte County Executive Director. “After all the disasters that have inexplicably 

descended upon our region over the last few years, the resiliency of our connected and enduring 

community is nothing short of amazing. And, through the efforts of our active Tourism Business 

Improvement District, we have been able to continually share the message that Butte County is open for 

business and welcoming to visitors who want to experience our wide-open spaces and frequent our 

hotels, restaurants and businesses, all of which will help spur our short and long-term recovery.” 

 

As background, the Butte County Tourism Business Improvement District was established and approved 

in 2015 for a five-year term. In 2017, the new – and now very recognizable – “Explore Butte County” 

brand was established to position the region as a premier and sought-out travel destination known for 

outdoor recreation, locally grown foods and agricultural products, boutique towns and expressive art. 

 

“As the President of Explore Butte County, I am so excited to see the hard work we have done over the 

past five years to be built upon and expanded,” said Bruce Spangler, who is also the General Manager of 

the Holiday Inn Express & Suites in Oroville. “As a hotelier, I know Butte County hotels needs this 

organization to highlight our assets and draw visitors to enjoy them.” 

 

In line with increased branding and marketing efforts, many innovative and visitor-serving businesses 

have chosen to build and/or renovate their facilities recently, a few of which include the following: the 

recent full renovation and rebranding of the Ramada Plaza to DoubleTree by Hilton™ Chico; the 

rebranding and full renovation of the Oxford Suites Chico; and the opening of the Holiday Inn Express 

Chico, along with new bike tours, seasonal salmon-viewing kayak tours, and more. 

 

“With so many new and existing amenities to promote, we are thrilled to continue to introduce Butte 

County to new audiences and have a path in place to make it happen,” added Denero. 
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For more information about Explore Butte County, please visit www.explorebuttecounty.com or follow on 

social media – Facebook at www.facebook.com/explorebutteca and @ExploreButteCA on Instagram and 

Twitter. Also, a comprehensive and downloadable travel guide (beneficial for locals, too) is available at 

www.explorebuttecounty.com/more/visitor-guide. 

 

For the latest information about what Butte County attractions, points of interest, restaurants, breweries, 

wineries and lodging options have safely reopened for business, regularly updated information is 

available at www.explorebuttecounty.com/more/butte-county-reopens. 

 
About Butte County  

Butte County, 75 miles north of Sacramento, offers a variety of recreation, authentic local culture, and events within 

California’s North State. It encompasses 1,677 square miles of farmland, lakes, rivers, foothills, trails, and urban 

areas. Metropolitan cities include Chico, Oroville, and Paradise. Named after the Sutter Buttes, Butte County was 

the northernmost gateway of the California Gold Rush and includes land from one of the original Mexican Land 

Grants. Rich in history, agriculture, ranching and outdoor exploration, Butte County continues to celebrate its origin 

through expressive arts, recreation, and locally sourced products. Points of interest include Chico State University, 

Sierra Nevada Brewing Company, Bidwell Park and Table Mountain. For more information, visit: 

ExploreButteCounty.com.  

 

About the Tourism Business Improvement District (TBID)  

The County of Butte initiated regional tourism planning efforts in 2013 with support from the local jurisdictions, 

including: Oroville, Paradise, Chico, Biggs and Gridley. Explore Butte County, the 501(c)6 non-profit organization, 

was established in November 2015 to oversee the management of the TBID funds. Explore Butte County is 

managed by a board of directors comprised primarily of Butte County lodging property representatives. The TBID’s 

main purpose is to promote future travel and highlight amenities of participating jurisdictions, including 

unincorporated Butte County, Chico, Oroville, Paradise, Gridley and Biggs; with an ultimate goal of growing 

regional tourism resulting in increased economic spending within the region. 
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